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A CALL TO PRAYER
& FASTING FOR UNITY
ONE IN TWENTY TWENTY-ONE

“ASK AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU; SEEK AND YOU WILL
FIND; KNOCK AND THE DOOR WILL BE OPENED TO YOU.”
MATTHEW 7:7

2020 was challenging for all of us in individual ways. And while
we are one church body, the unique burdens of last year meant
that we were not always worried about the same thing at the same
time. This, compounded by being separated from each other,
meant that we spent last year not always feeling as connected as
we would have liked to feel.
Despite these obstacles, we still accomplished great things for God
in 2020! But now, as we come back together and decide what our
next steps will be, we want to make sure that we are prepared by
prioritizing the unity that Paul reminds us is essential for Christ
followers (EPHESIANS 4:1-6).
Pastor Ted Robinson feels that God wants Poplar Creek Church
to focus on being ONE in 2021. That means that, together, we will
find healing and then push to the future because we know that the
message of the Gospel unifies across all social, cultural, economic,
health, educational, and every other kind of human-made barrier.

And it all begins with prayer.
This year’s 21 days of prayer and fasting focuses on the UNITY
found in a body of believers who pray together and give thanks for
everything that God has done and all that God has promised to do.
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DAY 1

|

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2021

RESTORING UNITY
“FIXER UPPER” EDITION
CHRISTY ROBINSON

Americans seem to be drawn to fixer upper programs, in which
several talented celebrities take over a house in shambles and
restore it to a home that is worthy of a magazine cover. There are
always a few hiccups in the process, but viewers know that things
will work out by the end of the show.
What about taking inventory in our personal lives and
relationships within the church? Do we need a “fixer upper”
edition to mend those relationships that have been strained and in
need of a little renovating?
When beginning the process of a remodel, there are specific steps
that must be taken to complete the project:
1. The home inspection. This also applies to our relationships.
Are we harboring anger, resentment, bitterness, and the
desire to retaliate at those who have hurt us or let us down?
Is this where God wants us to linger, or should we hand
those emotions over to Him?

“SEARCH ME, GOD, AND KNOW MY HEART, TEST ME,
AND KNOW MY ANXIOUS THOUGHTS. SEE IF THERE IS
ANY OFFENSIVE WAY IN ME, AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY
EVERLASTING.”				
						

PSALM 139:23,24

2. Establish a firm foundation. Without this our structure
will crumble and collapse, just like our relationships will fail
without a Christ-centered life. It is crucial that we are built
on the “truth” and act in obedience to what the Scriptures
direct us to do. Where has the neglect been? Are we daily in
the Word and spending time in prayer?

“ANYONE WHO LISTENS TO MY TEACHING AND
FOLLOWS IT IS WISE, LIKE A PERSON WHO BUILDS A
HOUSE ON SOLID ROCK. THOUGH THE RAIN COMES
4

IN TORRENTS AND THE FLOODWATERS RISE AND
THE WINDS BEAT AGAINST THAT HOUSE, IT WON’T
COLLAPSE BECAUSE IT IS BUILT ON BEDROCK. BUT
ANYONE WHO HEARS MY TEACHING AND DOESN’T
OBEY IT IS FOOLISH, LIKE A PERSON WHO BUILDS
A HOUSE ON SAND. WHEN THE RAIN AND FLOODS
COME AND THE WINDS BEAT AGAINST THAT HOUSE,
IT WILL COLLAPSE WITH A MIGHTY CRASH.”
MATTHEW 7:24-27
					
3. The house plans. We also need a plan if we want to
reconstruct relationships that need a remodel. In any
damaged relationship, the fix begins with a repentant heart
and recognizing where things went wrong. There are no
cutting corners, and we need to seek God in his wisdom
to reveal the timing of any difficult conversations. We want
to be guided by the Holy Spirit. While some relationships
may never return to what they once were, it is critical that
we obediently do what God has led us to do and come to a
place of forgiveness, so proper closure can be established.

“AND WHEN YOU STAND PRAYING, IF YOU HOLD
ANYTHING AGAINST ANYONE, FORGIVE THEM, SO THAT
YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN MAY FORGIVE YOUR SINS.” 		
						

MATTHEW 11:25

4. The final steps to any fixer-upper are the fun cosmetic
finishes! They give the house life, personality, and make
the home unique. The same goes into the fixing up of our
relationships and rebuilding unity within the church. God has
given us the ability and the responsibility to live in peace and
harmony with each other. Our words, attitudes, and actions
should reflect patience, kindness, and love. Regardless of
past differences, it is time to move forward in unity and live
for the true cause, which is Christ alone!

PRAYER
Lord, reveal to us those we need to make amends with to restore
unity. Let us be guided by your Holy Spirit and to walk in
obedience with your Word!

5

DAY 2

|

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021

PRAISE HIM!
RUTH ST. PIERRE

With the New Year, let us thank God together for all His blessings
and praise Him for who He is.

“MAKE A JOYFUL SHOUT TO THE LORD, ALL YOU LANDS!”
							

PSALM 100:1

Think back to Sunday’s service, when we sang praises in one
accord and gave glory to God for all He has done. What came to
mind for you during the worship service? What encourages you
to make a “joyful shout” to the Lord? What will you praise God for
today?

PRAYER
Praise you, Lord! Bless Your name! Holy, holy, holy, you are!
Majesty, King of Kings, Lord of Lords! Bless your holy name!
Hallelujah! Jesus, Jesus, Hosanna in the Highest! Holy, holy,
holy are You! Praise your name!

DAY 3

|

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2021

GIVE THANKS FOR JESUS
TINA SCHNEIDER

“LET US RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE THE RACE MARKED
OUT FOR US, FIXING OUR EYES ON JESUS, THE PIONEER
AND PERFECTER OF FAITH. FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE HIM
HE ENDURED THE CROSS, SCORNING ITS SHAME, AND SAT
DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD.”		
							HEBREWS 12:1-2
Have you ever had one of those days when it seems like there’s not
much to be thankful for? Fix your eyes on Jesus!
Jesus stepped down from the throne room of Heaven to save
sinful mankind. He served as the Father’s hands, feet, and
Spokesman – healing, teaching, and setting an example for us to
follow. Jesus also showed us what real love looks like by going
to the cross: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us” (1 JOHN 3:16).
Through Jesus, God made a way where there was no way. Jesus
shouldered our sins on the cross so that we can be forgiven (JOHN
3:16), and when He was raised from the dead through the power
of the Holy Spirit, He paved our pathway to eternal life. He went
before us – returning to the throne room of Heaven where He
intercedes for us at the right hand of the Father (ROMANS 8:34).
And if that isn’t enough to be thankful for, Jesus also asked the
Father to send us the Holy Spirit to be our Advocate, Comforter,
Counselor, and Helper! (JOHN 14:16).
So, fix your eyes on Jesus. Give thanks for who He is, what He has
done, and for what He continues to do.

PRAYER
Father God, thank you for your great love for me. Thank you for
the gift of Your Son. Jesus, help me to look past what’s going on in
my life and in the world, and fix my eyes on You. Holy Spirit, help
me to be thankful!
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DAY 4

|

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2021

THANKFUL FOR THE POWER
OF GOD’S WORD
ELLEN VAN HORN

The Bread of Life feeds the grateful heart. As Philippians 4 states:
“whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” As these
truths fill our hearts, we can’t help but explode with gratitude that
comes with the truth of God’s Word. As the Word says, “Then you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (JOHN 8:32). We
always need to remember that the Holy Spirit brings revelation to
the Word.
How is this done? By praying, proclaiming, and declaring the
Word out loud.

PRAYER

8

•

Lord, I rejoice in the power of your Word.

•

I choose to do this with a thankful heart.

•

Let your Word be a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my
path.

•

Your Word accomplishes that which is sent forth in prayer.

•

Your Word never returns void.

•

Your Word is active and alive.

•

The heavens and earth will pass away but your Word remains
forever.

•

Jesus is the everlasting Word that was made flesh and dwelt
among us.

•

My heart overflows with rejoicing and gratitude for the
power of your Word.

•

I rejoice that you trust me to be a doer of your Word.

ADDITIONAL READING
John 6:35, John 8:36, 1 Corinthians 2:10, Psalm 119:105,
Isaiah 55:11, Hebrews 4:12, Matthew 24:35, John 1:14,
James 1:22

DAY 5

|

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021

GIVING THANKS FOR HOPE
TINA SCHNEIDER

“LET US HOLD UNSWERVINGLY TO THE HOPE WE
PROFESS, FOR HE WHO PROMISED IS FAITHFUL.”
							HEBREWS 10:23

I am thankful that, through faith in Jesus, I have HOPE to hold
on to! HOPE provides both confidence and encouragement as
we make our way through this darkened world. We are able “to
enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body”
(HEBREWS 10:19-20).
We, as Christians, have the HOPE of eternal life set before us. We
have the HOPE of being reunited with loved ones who have gone
before us. Above all, we have the HOPE of seeing the throne room
of heaven and meeting Jesus face to face!
The LORD has promised us that, “He will wipe every tear from
their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying
or pain. All these things are gone forever” (REVELATION 21:4).
I am thankful that “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,
firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain”
(HEBREWS 6:19).

PRAYER
Father God, thank you for the HOPE you have given us through
Jesus! Help me to hold on to that HOPE so that I will not be blown
off the course you have set for my life.

DAY 6

|

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2021

GOD IS OUR PROVIDER
JACQUELINE SALAVA

“TWO THINGS HAVE I REQUIRED OF THEE; DENY ME
THEM NOT BEFORE I DIE: REMOVE FAR FROM ME VANITY
AND LIES: GIVE ME NEITHER POVERTY NOR RICHES; FEED
ME WITH FOOD CONVENIENT FOR ME: LEST I BE FULL,
AND DENY THEE, AND SAY, WHO IS THE LORD? OR LEST
I BE POOR, AND STEAL, AND TAKE THE NAME OF MY GOD
IN VAIN.”
							PROVERBS 30:7-9
The New Testament offers plentiful instruction for life, and one of
these lessons is to warn believers of the pitfalls of riches (MATTHEW
6:21, MARK 4:19, MATTHEW 19:23-24, 1 TIMOTHY 6:10).
Bearing all of these scriptures in mind, money is necessary and
not evil in itself; however, the more money people have, the more
self-reliant they become and the less likely they are to depend
upon the Lord as their provider. There is a greater chance that
greed and covetousness will enter into their hearts and they will
be drawn away from the Lord.
The important thing to remember is that no matter how much
wealth a person possesses, all of their needs are met through
the Lord.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we thank you for our provisions and that you
alone are All-Sufficient (El-Shaddai). Let us trust in you at all times
and in all circumstances. Help me today as I seek contentment is
everything I do. You are a good God and worthy of all praise and
glory. Amen.

FURTHER READING
Psalm 84:3, Matthew 6:26, Matthew 6:11, Philippians 4:11
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DAY 7

|

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2021

SERVE THE LORD WITH
GLADNESS
RUTH ST. PIERRE

Jesus delights in us singing His praises and glorifying His name
with joy in our hearts.

“SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS; COME BEFORE HIS
PRESENCE WITH SINGING.”
							

PSALM 100:2

“BUT YOU ARE A CHOSEN PEOPLE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD,
A HOLY NATION, GOD’S SPECIAL POSSESSION, THAT YOU
MAY DECLARE THE PRAISES OF HIM WHO CALLED YOU
OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS WONDERFUL LIGHT.”
							

1 PETER 2:9

“THY KINGDOM IS AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM, AND
THY DOMINION ENDURETH THROUGHOUT ALL
GENERATIONS.”
							

PSALM 145:13

PRAYER
Lord, I joyfully serve you. You have redeemed me and given
me eternal life. How can I not tell of your wondrous works and
promises with gladness? With gladness and thanksgiving in my
heart, I sing Your praises. Bless your name, O Lord; holy, holy
are you!

DAY 8

|

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021

PRAISING GOD IN EVERY
CIRCUMSTANCE
TINA SCHNEIDER

“THERE IS A TIME FOR EVERYTHING, AND A SEASON FOR
EVERY ACTIVITY UNDER THE HEAVENS.”
ECCLESIASTES 3:11

Every year, as the earth turns on its axis, winter yields to spring.
Spring yields to summer, summer to fall, and then winter returns.
Every season has its own beauty, and brings different activities
and chores, different gifts and different trials.
Likewise, the LORD takes us – His children – through different
seasons in our lives. We each go through seasons of trials and
seasons of rest. Some seasons are hard, but the LORD is with us
in every season (MATTHEW 28:20), and in every season we have an
opportunity to learn and grow (ROMANS 8:38).
We are called to “give thanks in all circumstances” (1 THESSALONIANS
We can also give thanks in every season of our lives because,
“we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose”
(ROMANS 8:28-29).

5:18).

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank you for walking with me through every
season of my life. Help me to see the beauty and the opportunities
You have for me in each and every season.
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DAY 9

|

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2021

THE LORD IS WITH US
TINA SCHNEIDER

“ENTER HIS GATES WITH THANKSGIVING AND HIS COURTS
WITH PRAISE; GIVE THANKS TO HIM AND PRAISE HIS
NAME. FOR THE LORD IS GOOD AND HIS LOVE ENDURES
FOREVER; HIS FAITHFULNESS CONTINUES THROUGH ALL
GENERATIONS.”
PSALM 100:4-5

Gratitude is our key to God’s throne room. As David said in Psalm
100:4, we can “enter His gates with thanksgiving.”
Gratitude is an attitude that we, as Christians, should actively
cultivate. In the middle of the storms of life, though, this is often
easier said than done.
When the disciples got caught in a sudden storm while crossing
the Sea of Galilee, they weren’t giving thanks. They were terrified!
They shook Jesus awake, crying, “Lord save us! We’re going to
drown!” Jesus asked them why they were so afraid, and then He
“rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm”
(MATTHEW 8:23-26).
When we get caught in sudden storms, we need to stand firm, and
remember that the Lord is with us, and His spirit is within us. Even
if we can’t see the Son for the clouds, He’s still there in the throne
room – seated at the right hand of the Father interceding on our
behalf!
Because of Jesus we can “Rejoice always, pray continually,“ give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus” (1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18).

PRAYER
Father God, help me to look past the clouds to the silver lining.
Help me to rejoice in the presence of Your Son and Your Spirit in
my life, and to give thanks even in the midst of the storms of life.
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DAY 10

|

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021

FAITH IN GOD’S TIMING
JACQUELINE SALAVA

“THERE WAS A MAN IN THE LAND OF UZ, WHOSE NAME
WAS JOB; AND THAT MAN WAS PERFECT AND UPRIGHT,
AND ONE THAT FEARED GOD, AND ESCHEWED EVIL.”
								JOB 1:1
Even though Job lived an upright life, God allowed him to be
tested through physical and emotional loss and suffering. In
response, Job murmured, complained, and at one point cursed
the day he was born. But God never addressed that as sin. Job
despaired because he was pushed to his limit; however, he
regrouped and persevered in his faith and belief in God.
Even though God never answers the question of why he was
suffering, in the end Job develops a new understanding of God’s
love, and all of his arguments melt away. Job repents and realizes
that faith in God is more important than answered questions. Job
is assured of his relationship with God and he knows that God has
not forgotten him, and even if his body would not be healed, Job
was okay with that conclusion--God was with him.
Like Job, let us trust that God is with us in whatever chaos that we
may be in and trust that He will take care of it in His way and in
His time.

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, as we face adversity in this life, help us
to hold on and trust you in the midst of it. We need to serve you
foremost because you deserve it. You are the Sovereign God that
created heaven and earth. The privilege is that we are allowed to
come near to you through faith in your son, Jesus Christ. I give
you all my wrong thinking, attitudes, and theology, and I ask you
to bring redemption in your way and in your time. Amen.

FURTHER READING:
Job 42:12-17, Matthew 11:28-30
16

DAY 11

|

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021

MY HEART REJOICES
BECAUSE YOU HAVE
OVERCOME
ELLEN VAN HORN

Lord, I thank you for who you are to me and in me. Jesus, you are
my Savior, my Healer, my Redeemer, my Restorer, and my Peace.
My heart overflows with rejoicing. You have delivered me from the
dominion of darkness into the kingdom of light. The gratitude in
my heart is always increasing. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

PRAYER
•

My heart rejoices that you meet all my needs according to
your riches in glory.

•

You are the hope of glory that abides in me.

•

All authority is in your name, Jesus.

•

You returned to the Father so that the Holy Spirit would be
my Helper and Comforter.

•

I am hidden with you in the Father.

•

You are always interceding on my behalf.

•

You are my righteousness.

•

I am the redeemed of the Lord, and I get to say so.

•

You have told me to put on your Robe of Righteousness,
Garment of Praise, and the Armour of God.

FURTHER READING
Ephesians 1:21; 6:11-18, Colossians 1:27; 3:3, Romans 8:34,
Philippians 3:9; 4:19, Psalm 107:2, Isaiah 61:3; 61:10, John 16:7;
16:23
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DAY 12

|

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021

DELIGHT THYSELF IN
THE LORD
JACQUELINE SALAVA

“DELIGHT THYSELF ALSO IN THE LORD; AND HE SHALL
GIVE THEE THE DESIRES OF THINE HEART.”
							

PSALM 37:4

We quote this often in church, I think that at times we tend to
quote and believe the latter half of the verse, “He shall give thee
the desires of thine heart.” Maybe a good question would be, What
are your desires? Do they align with God and His Word?
I remember loving the Lord since I was a little girl. Early on,
understood my need and desire to call upon Him and trust Him.
Recently, I have found joy and contentment in not only living for
Him but being available to Him to use my life and my testimony
for His glory. I now have a greater understanding of His love for
me. As He pours into me, I overflow and His love in me pours into
others. I call this “recycled love.” His delight becomes my delight.
Serving Him is not sacrificial but my privilege, my honor and my
desire.
When I experience receiving the “desires of my heart,” they
are not necessarily worldly possessions or worldly position,
but instead stem from relationships of love and a heart that is
filled with gratitude. I find such joy in the love I have for my
two granddaughters. To know they are my special gift from my
Heavenly Father sends me into sincere praise and thanksgiving.
We serve a wonderful God that loves to give gifts to His children;
however, they are not always earthly gifts but are heavenly
treasures. We have to be heavenly minded to see and appreciate
them. In Jeremiah, we read that He was not in the wind, the
earthquake or the fire but in the “still small voice.” Spend time
this week listening for the “still small voice” and see what He is
showing you. There is incredible beauty that He wants to share
with you in simple pleasures.
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PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, you are a good God. There is only good
in you. You never slumber or sleep and your eye goes to and
fro throughout the whole earth, to show yourself strong to your
children. You are the same yesterday, today and forever. Your love
never changes. Help us to understand, receive and walk in the
love that you have for us. We love imperfectly and that sometimes
clouds our thoughts and judgment. Help us to align with your
Word and your purpose that our delight will be driven from the
delights of your heart. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

FURTHER READING
2 Chronicles 16:9, 1 Kings 19-11-13, Matthew 7:11, 2 Peter 1:4,
Philippians 4:9, John 14:27

DAY 13

|

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2021

PEACE THROUGH
GRATITUDE
ELLEN VAN HORN

In Phillipians 4 and 1 Thessalonians 5, the Word of God tells us
to rejoice. When we truly rejoice in our God, His goodness and
faithfulness results in a heart of thanksgiving that overflows in
gratitude. The ultimate result is the peace of God in our life. Both
scriptures tell us to rejoice, to pray, and to be thankful in all things.
They also provide lists on how to accomplish this. The end result
is learning to keep our peace because of a heart of gratitude.
As you are praying and fasting, feed on these scriptures.
Meditate on them. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal them to your heart.
The Word of God is the Bread of Life.
Each day, pray the Word of God out loud. Pray it again; pray it
continually.

FURTHER READING
Philippians 4:4-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, 2 Thessalonians 3:16
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DAY 14

|

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2021

PEACE, BE STILL
JACQUELINE SALAVA

“NOW IT CAME TO PASS ON A CERTAIN DAY, THAT HE
WENT INTO A SHIP WITH HIS DISCIPLES: AND HE SAID
UNTO THEM, LET US GO OVER UNTO THE OTHER SIDE OF
THE LAKE. AND THEY LAUNCHED FORTH. BUT AS THEY
SAILED HE FELL ASLEEP: AND THERE CAME DOWN A
STORM OF WIND ON THE LAKE; AND THEY WERE FILLED
WITH WATER, AND WERE IN JEOPARDY. AND THEY CAME
TO HIM, AND AWOKE HIM, SAYING, MASTER, MASTER, WE
PERISH. THEN HE AROSE, AND REBUKED THE WIND AND
THE RAGING OF THE WATER: AND THEY CEASED, AND
THERE WAS A CALM. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, “WHERE
IS YOUR FAITH?” AND THEY BEING AFRAID WONDERED,
SAYING ONE TO ANOTHER, “WHAT MANNER OF MAN
IS THIS! FOR HE COMMANDETH EVEN THE WINDS AND
WATER, AND THEY OBEY HIM.”
							 LUKE 8:22-25
The storm was real. Chaos surrounded the disciples, and from
their earthly perspective the storm told them that they were in
danger and it was okay to panic a little. What they failed to do was
remember who they were with – Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Instead of looking at their circumstances, they needed to place
their faith and trust in the one that said, “Let us go over unto the
other side of the lake.” He would not let harm come to them. If He
was at peace, He had it under control.
Is there a situation in your life today that could allow you to go
into “panic” mode? Remember that if Jesus is Lord of your life, He
is the same yesterday, today and forever. Place your faith and trust
in Him and allow the Prince of Peace to calm the storm. “Peace, be
still.”

22

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, allow me to see my situation from your
heavenly perspective and not my earthly perspective. Help me to
have faith and trust that runs so deep that when chaos comes, I
will remain calm because I know the Prince of Peace that is in me
has this one under control. I can rest in the promise and trust that
I have in you. We pray this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

FURTHER READING
Hebrews 13:8, Isaiah 9:6, Ephesians 2:13-18

DAY 15

|

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021

KEPT IN PERFECT PEACE
ELLEN VAN HORN

Lord, as my heart rejoices in the power of your Word and as I
speak that Word, it is written on the tablets of my heart, resulting
in great peace. You, the God of Peace, sanctify me in spirit, soul,
and body to be blameless at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
You teach me to take and keep my peace and not give it away.
In Mark 5:36, you remind me to believe and not to be afraid. As
I believe, trust you, and receive your truth, I am kept in perfect
peace.

PRAYER
•

Thank you for infusing my inner person with your perfect
peace that surpasses all understanding so that I might
worship you in Spirit and in truth

•

Thank you for keeping me in perfect peace.

ADDITIONAL READING
1 Thessalonians 5:23, Isaiah 26:3, Romans 8:6; 14:17; 15:13,
John 14:27; 16:33, Psalm 119:165, Luke 1:79, 1 Corinthians 14:33,
Colossians 1:27, 2 Thessalonians 3:16

DAY 16

|

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2021

THE LORD IS OUR ROCK
RUTH ST. PIERRE

The God of the universe has created us to be His people!

“KNOW THAT THE LORD, HE IS GOD; IT IS HE WHO HAS
MADE US, AND NOT WE OURSELVES; WE ARE HIS PEOPLE
AND THE SHEEP OF HIS PASTURE.”
							

PSALM 100:3

PRAYER
Lord, you are God alone! You have made us and know our every
thought and action. We are Your people. You are our shepherd. As
a shepherd cares for his sheep, you watch, protect, lead, guide,
and tenderly love each one of us. Like sheep, we go astray. You
bring us back repeatedly in your loving arms. Thank you, Lord, for
your forgiveness, mercy, grace, and everlasting love! Lord, You are
our Rock and Refuge.

“ENTER INTO HIS GATES WITH THANKSGIVING AND INTO
HIS COURTS WITH PRAISE. BE THANKFUL TO HIM AND
BLESS HIS NAME.”
							

PSALM 100:4

PRAYER
Lord, we enter your gates; we first come unto you giving thanks to
you for who you are, the king of kings and lord of lords. We thank
you for saving us -- dying on the cross, redeeming us, and giving
us eternal life with you. We enter your courts, where you are, to
give you praise! Praise for who you are, praises for your goodness,
mercy, kindness, and long suffering. Praise for all our blessings,
praise for your promises to us, our children, and all generations.
We thank you Lord; thank you for your love, mercy, grace,
forgiveness, and kindness. We bless your holy name. Holy are You,
Lord. We thank you, praise you, and bless your holy name!
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DAY 17

|

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021

ADOPTED INTO THE FAMILY
OF GOD
JACQUELINE SALAVA

“AND RUTH SAID, INTREAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE, OR TO
RETURN FROM FOLLOWING AFTER THEE: FOR WHITHER
THOU GOEST, I WILL GO; AND WHERE THOU LODGEST,
I WILL LODGE: THY PEOPLE SHALL BE MY PEOPLE, AND
THY GOD MY GOD: WHERE THOU DIEST, WILL I DIE, AND
THERE WILL I BE BURIED: THE LORD DO SO TO ME, AND
MORE ALSO, IF OUGHT BUT DEATH PART THEE AND ME.”
RUTH 1:16-17

This is such a beautiful passage of faithful love that is quoted and
sung often at weddings. We use this passage to express the love of
a man/woman towards one another; however, Ruth was pledging
herself to her mother-in-law, the Jewish people and Yahweh. She
was a Moabite and without hope. The Moabites were a cursed
people, but God promised that through Abraham that every nation
on the earth would be blessed (GENESIS 22:18). In order to receive
the promise of God’s blessing at that time, one must have been
born, married into, or converted to Judaism. Ruth chose to align
herself with Naomi, and God rewarded her for her noble choice.
Through the law of Kinsman Redemption, Ruth, the Moabitess,
is brought into a covenant relationship with God. She and Boaz
(tribe of Judah) married and they had a son, Obed. Obed was the
grandfather of King David and carried the lineage for Jesus Christ
(our Lord and Savior).
The Book of Ruth demonstrates God’s love. “Hesed” is the Hebrew
word for loving kindness or loyal love. “Hesed” is a deep love that
is not the minimum expectation but goes beyond measure and
gives the unexpected. God further showed his love toward man
by sending His son Jesus to become our Kinsman Redeemer
(JOHN 3:16).
Ruth met Boaz at the threshing floor, presented herself to Boaz,
and requested that he become her Kinsman Redeemer. We all
must meet the Lord at the “threshing floor.” For us, this is the altar
where we present ourselves as His bride. The Holy Spirit works in
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our lives to purge the world from us and to purify us (ROMANS 12:1,
MALACHI 3:3).
Just as Ruth had to make a choice and her words sealed her faith,
so also do we (ROMANS 10:9-13).
We (The Church) were Gentiles, separated from God without
hope; however, when we choose to align ourselves with our
Savior, Jesus Christ (our Kinsman Redeemer), we are adopted into
God’s family with all of the rights to the inheritance, and we are
rewarded with eternal life.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, allow us to walk in the abundance of your love and to
accept the gift of salvation and the fellowship that we now have
with you, through the gift of your son, Jesus. Thank you for your
covenant love that never fails. Amen.

FURTHER READING
Ephesians 5:25-27, 2 Corinthians 2:14-15, Hebrews 12:2

DAY 18

|

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021

LOVE FREES US TO BE WHO
GOD CREATED US TO BE
ELLEN VAN HORN

Let me meditate and receive your love because God, you are love,
and I am filled to overflowing in it. I am your child, and I can call
you Abba Daddy; I rejoice in this and your unconditional love.
Lord, your love was poured into my heart by the Holy Spirit, and it
changes everything. As I dwell in the truth of your Word and this
amazing love, I am set free to be all you created me to be.

PRAYER
Your love…
•

Is unfailing and I can’t be separated from it

•

Is unending

•

Is perfect and casts out all fear

•

Is everlasting

•

Is unconditional

•

Results in such peace in my heart; how can I not be thankful?

•

Roots and grounds me in you

•

Endures forever

My heart overflows with gratitude. That I can walk in this love
that covers the faults of others. Thank you, Jesus, you were the
ultimate love gift from the Father. Yes, you are also the Prince of
Peace.

FURTHER READING
Galatians 4:6, Romans 5:5; 8:39, Jeremiah 31:3, 1 John 4:8; 4:18,
Ephesians 3:15-20, Psalm 136:26, 1 Peter 4:8
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021

WHAT DO WE BRING?
TINA SCHNEIDER

“EVERY GOOD GIFT AND EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM
ABOVE, AND COMETH DOWN FROM THE FATHER OF
LIGHTS, WITH WHOM IS NO VARIABLENESS, NEITHER
SHADOW OF TURNING.”
							

JAMES 1:17

With the arrival of the New Year, it’s time to count our blessings
and give thanks to the One who has given us “every good gift and
every perfect gift.”
As we list these gifts, remember to thank our Heavenly Father for
the spiritual gifts and for the talents He has given to each one of
us.
Ask these questions:
•

What are you bringing to the table?

•

What are you holding back?

The LORD gives each of us gifts and talents to be used for His
glory. We honor God when we use these gifts to benefit others
(1 PETER 4:10).
Sometimes we’re reluctant to use our talents because we fear
we’re not good enough, but God’s gifts to us are good and perfect.
Remember, when we put our talents to use, His Spirit is in us to
work through us!
Take some time to make a list of your talents. Thank the LORD for
them, and ask Him how to use them to best serve Him! Also, ask
Him to show you where you’re holding back due to fear. He will
both instruct you (PSALM 32:8) and equip you.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, please equip me with everything good for doing Your
will, and may You work in me what is pleasing to you (PARAPHRASED
FROM HEBREWS 13:20-21).
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2021

YOU DESERVE THE BEST
OF ME!
CHRISTY ROBINSON

As a church family, what are we actively doing as individuals
to live in unity with the church body? Let’s prayerfully look into
our own hearts and see what we can improve on! What are some
actions we can all take to live in unity with each other as God
desires for His church? It is focusing on how “You” deserve the
best from me!
Living Undeniably in Unity practicing these attributes:
1. To Be Understanding

“WHOEVER IS PATIENT HAS GREAT UNDERSTANDING,
BUT ONE WHO IS QUICK-TEMPERED DISPLAYS FOLLY.”
						PROVERBS 14:29

How have we reacted to those who have different opinions
than us, especially during the last year? Are we really listening
to each other or just reacting with a prideful spirit, believing
we have all of the right answers? Let’s choose to put criticism
aside!
2. To Be Unselfish

“DO NOTHING FROM RIVALRY OR CONCEIT, BUT IN
HUMILITY COUNT OTHERS MORE SIGNIFICANT THAN
YOURSELVES. LET EACH OF YOU LOOK NOT ONLY IN
HIS OWN INTERESTS, BUT ALSO TO THE INTEREST OF
OTHERS.”
PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4
					
While in quarantine, have we gotten used to focusing on our
own needs and opinions? Have we put up walls with those
we used to be close to, in the fight to be right? Let’s pray to
have eyes of our Savior, and see others through his lens, so
we can be more understanding.
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3. To Be Uncomplaining

“ LET NO CORRUPTING TALK COME OUT OF YOUR
MOUTHS, BUT ONLY SUCH AS GOOD FOR BUILDING UP,
AS FITS THE OCCASION, THAT IT MAY GIVE GRACE TO
THOSE WHO HEAR.”
						 EPHESIANS 4:29
“SHOW HOSPITALITY TO ONE ANOTHER WITHOUT
GRUMBLING.”
1 PETER 4:9
						
Need we say more? Are our words edifying, or are we being
exhausting to others with our continuous complaining?
Speak life, so that others will see Christ coming out of us,
unifying the body!!
4. To show Unconditional Love

“ABOVE ALL, KEEP LOVING ONE ANOTHER EARNESTLY,
SINCE LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE OF SINS.”
						

1 PETER 4:8

Have our words, actions, and attitudes demonstrated
unconditional love? If not, let’s commit these desires to
Christ and be intentional in the way that we show love to
each other.
The church has an opportunity like no other right now to be the
bright light and beacon of hope that God wants us to be in a very
dark world. This demands true unity among the body of believers.
Let it start with each one of us, and how we can better ourselves to
be the best for each other!!

DAY 21
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2021

SEALED AND ANOINTED BY
THE HOLY SPIRIT
JACQUELINE SALAVA

“BUT THE LORD SAID UNTO SAMUEL, LOOK NOT ON HIS
COUNTENANCE, OR ON THE HEIGHT OF HIS STATURE;
BECAUSE I HAVE REFUSED HIM: FOR THE LORD SEETH NOT
AS MAN SEETH; FOR MAN LOOKETH ON THE OUTWARD
APPEARANCE, BUT THE LORD LOOKETH ON THE HEART.”
						

1 SAMUEL 16:7

Samuel was instructed by God to go to Jesse the Bethlehemite to
anoint the future king. Samuel assumed the future king would be
Jesse’s oldest son. But one by one God rejected all seven until they
went to fetch the youngest son, David, a shepherd boy. Samuel
took the horn of oil and anointed David, and the Spirit of the Lord
came upon David from that day forward (1 SAMUEL 16).
How many of us have fallen into the trap of judging either
ourselves or others only by outward appearances? God tells us
that His main concern is the heart.
God is looking for obedience for people who are willing to
surrender and die to selfish motives and live for Christ (ROMANS 5:5,
PSALM 139:23-24).
The Holy Spirit helps us to change our hearts once we are willing
and have received salvation. God has established us in Christ and
has sealed and anointed us with the Holy Spirit in our hearts
(1 CORINTHIANS 1:21-22).

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to search our hearts today and be
ready and willing to allow the Holy Spirit to convict us of anything
within our hearts that is not pleasing to you and contrary to your
Word. Thank you for establishing us in Christ and sealing us with
the Holy Spirit. Let our lives be a showcase of your glory. We pray
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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FURTHER READING
Proverbs 31:30, Matthew 12:34, Jeremiah 17:9
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